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WHO WE ARE  
AND WHAT  
WE DO
The Phoebe Rose Rocks Foundation was founded in 
2016 in memory of Phoebe Rose Doull-Hoffman to 
raise awareness for childhood cancer and funds for 
childhood cancer research. We became a registered 
charity in April of 2017. After witnessing the need for 
more research funding and support for kids with cancer 
first-hand, Phoebe’s family and community established 
the Phoebe Rose Rocks Foundation to foster positive 
change within the childhood cancer community. Phoebe 
would often say that living with cancer as a child was 
“not okay” – this is our way of helping to make it okay.

Our mission is to support families who need to travel 
for treatment (more than 200kms) and to raise funds 
for childhood cancer research with a specific focus on 
difficult to treat and cure childhood cancers.

Our vision is to make it okay for kids with cancers. This 
means we want to see all kids cured and all kids live 
long and healthy lives free of life altering side effects. 
When kids are in treatment we want to help by provid-
ing financial support, comfort and joy to families, kids 
and siblings. 

To achieve our mission and vision the Phoebe Rose 
Rocks Foundation has three main activities: 

1. Support: We send care packages to children 
and their families who must travel far from home to 
receive treatment. 

2. Research: We fund innovative research focused 
on hard to treat and cure childhood cancers. Many 
childhood cancers have very poor prognoses and devas-
tating long-term side effects. We fund research focused 
on improving outcomes for children with cancer and 
we work with leading childhood cancer organizations 
and research institutions to ensure that the research we 
fund is innovative, high quality, and impactful.

3. Awareness: We work to raise awareness of 
childhood cancer issues and amplify the voices of kids 
with cancer. 



PHOEBE
Phoebe Rose was born on August 8th, 2010. A beauti-
ful, healthy, and strong baby girl. Just over two months 
later, she was diagnosed with mixed lineage (MLL+) 
infantile leukemia. 

This is an aggressive and difficult to treat and cure 
leukemia with a very poor prognosis – just 20% of 
babies with high risk disease survive five years. Phoebe 
endured months of chemotherapy and a bone marrow 
transplant, only to relapse shortly after. 

Phoebe’s family were told there were no treatment 
options and advised to take her home. Instead, they 
decided to try clinical trials and experimental treat-
ments and moved to Toronto to pursue further therapy. 
Phoebe’s journey and search for a cure later led her and 
her family from Ottawa to Toronto SickKids to St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hospital, back to Ottawa and then 
following another relapse, to the Children’s Hospital of 
Colorado and back to St. Jude. 

Thanks to research, Phoebe’s disease responded to 
treatment with a second bone marrow transplant and 
she was able to stay in remission for two and a half 
years. Phoebe thrived and learned to walk, talk, jump, 
sing, dance, run, read, draw. She loved to ride her bike 
and play with her big sister and best friend, Mae. She 
loved to cook with her Daddy and appreciated good 
food. Phoebe inspired her community and touched 
people around the world. She lived life to the fullest 
and although she had cancer; she was not a sick girl. 
She was feisty, determined and brave. To know Phoebe 
was to love her.

Phoebe died in the ICU at St. Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital on November 18th, 2015. She was 5 years old. 
She taught us to love greatly, to laugh even when it’s 
hard, to always find time to play, to live without fear, 
and to always look for the joy. Her journey with cancer 
taught us to never give up and opened our eyes to the 
need for more research for better treatment options and 
cures.

Phoebe will always be our beautiful, bright, and shining 
star.

About  
Childhood Cancer

• Each year in Canada, 1600 children and youth, age 0-19, 

will be diagnosed with one of the 12 unique types of pediatric 

cancer. 1 in 5 of these children will die.

• Cancer remains the leading disease-related cause of death for 

Canadian children.

• Over 80% of childhood cancer survivors will have a severe 

or life-threatening condition and 95% will have a chronic, long 

term health problem. These include secondary cancers, lung 

disease, heart disease, hearing loss, infertility, brain damage, 

loss of limbs or mobility, and depression, and are a result of 

current harsh treatments. 

• Canadian children lack access to potentially life-saving 

innovative therapies due to an unavailability of treatments in 

Canada and cross-provincial health restrictions. 

• There are cancers affecting children that are terminal upon 

diagnosis.

• Only four new drugs have been approved for use in the treat-

ment of childhood cancers in the past 30 years.



OUR IMPACT

In our first year as a registered charity, the Phoebe Rose 
Rocks Foundation raised $142,127.00.  We donated 
97% of these funds to support research and 2% to sup-
port families. The Phoebe Rose Rocks Foundation has 
committed to keep administrative costs to a minimum 
to maximize our impact and realize our vision to make 
it okay. This year our administrative costs were less 
than 1% of our total expenditures. 



RESEARCH WE FUNDED 

Pediatric Cancer Genomics Program,  
Children’s Hospital of Eastern Ontario (CHEO)
Total Funding: $43,000/year for three years

“The very generous award over 3 years will provide con-
tinuity to our project and give us time to focus on the 
science and patients in the clinic” 

Dr. Sarah Sawyer

The PRR Foundation committed to three years of fund-
ing for the Pediatric Cancer Genomics Program at CHEO 
(The Children’s Hospital of Eastern Ontario). The goal 
of the Pediatric Cancer Genomics program is to make 
genomics the standard of care for infants and children 
with cancer. Studying the genetic makeup of children’s 
cancers increases our understanding of cancers affect-
ing children and allows for more targeted and ideally, 
less harmful treatments for children. More than 80% of 
children who survive cancer have long term side effects 
with almost 95% suffering long term chronic health 
problems. 

CHEO sees approximately 10-15 patients each year with 
a difficult to diagnose, relapsed, or metastatic cancer. 
For these children there are no evidence-based ther-
apies, and families struggle with an unknown or poor 
prognosis. The Pediatric Cancer Genomics Program 
uses next generation sequencing technologies to look 
for the genetic changes responsible for cancer devel-
opment and progression in children. This information 
may provide a diagnosis, and/or suggest new therapies 
to try that can give hope to families. The aims of the 
Pediatric Cancer Genomics Program are aligned with 
the recently launched Terry Fox PROFYLE which is a 
pan-Canadian pediatric oncology precision medicine 
initiative also focuses on using the power of genetics to 
improve treatment and care for children with cancer. 

Phoebe had a high-risk refractory cancer, the kind of 
cancer targeted by CHEO’s Pediatric Cancer Genomics 
Program. 



RESEARCH WE FUNDED

C17 Council and Childhood Cancer 
Canada: The 100% Fund 
Total Funding: $60,000

The Phoebe Rose Rocks Foundation believes that there is strength in num-
bers. We partnered with Childhood Cancer Canada, The Fight Like Mason 
Foundation, The Ewings Cancer Foundation of Canada, Team Naomi, and 
Team Finn to launch the 100% Fund, a research grant program focused on 
directly targeting pediatric cancers that are rare and hard to treat. 

Nearly one in five children diagnosed with cancer will not survive. For 
children with rare and hard to treat cancers, the odds can be far worse.  
The 100% Fund has been created to challenge these odds and to help fund 
research for children and teens who do not, yet, have their cure.  

The 100% Fund grant program is run in collaboration with the C17 Re-
search Network and is a new addition to their ongoing operating grant 
program in pediatric oncology and hematology.  Eligible projects are mul-
ti-centered, can range from discovery research to clinical trials, and must 
directly target improved treatments and increased survival rates.  



RESEARCH WE FUNDED 

Zebra Fish – Berman Zebra Fish Laboratory, 
Dalhousie University
Total Funds: $18,000 (2016)

“We are very excited about the potential of this new 
infant leukemia project and applying the knowledge 
we have developed to date and the new equipment we 
now have available to key questions in understanding 
the biology and finding better treatment strategies for 
infant leukemia”. 

Dr. Jason Berman

In 2016, The Phoebe Rose Rocks Foundation provided 
$18,000 to the Berman Zebra Fish Laboratory to fund 
an ongoing project focused on engineering a genetic 
zebrafish model of the human MLL-AF9 fusion protein, 
frequently found in infant and childhood leukemias. 
This project is in collaboration with Dr. Todd Druley 
from Washington University in St. Louis. Dr. Druley has 
developed a number of special leukemia cell lines that 
express different human MLL genes. 

MLL + leukemias are typically very difficult to treat 
and cure. Just 20% of infants diagnosed with this rare 
leukemia will survive 5 years from diagnosis. 

“The end goal of this project is to develop a model 
of infant leukemia for fast and efficient screening of 
possible new therapies. Zebrafish with abnormal blood 
development can be quickly screened for compounds 
that restore normal blood cell numbers by adding 
individual drugs to wells containing young zebrafish. 
The unique embryo bio-sorter that we have in our lab 
allows us to screen hundreds of compounds in a short 
time frame and report changes in blood cell numbers. 
Compounds that restore normal blood cell numbers 
may represent new effective treatments for these most 
vulnerable young patients. This type of fast, partly 
automated drug- testing makes our zebrafish model an 
effective tool to identify new treatments for infants with 
leukemia”. Berman Laboratory 

Note, although this project is ongoing, it was funded in 
2016 and is not included in the total funds dispersed in 
2017 above. 



WHERE WE  
DELIVERED 
SUPPORT 
 
In 2017, we delivered 8 care pack-
ages to Canadian children travelling 
from all over Canada for treatment 
in Toronto, Boston, and Philadel-
phia. Packages were catered to each 
child and included comfort items 
and financial support for parents. 



WHAT’S NEXT 

In 2018, we are looking forward to announcing the 
innovative grants that were funded through the 100% 
Fund and we will continue to follow and report on the 
research we have funded. 

We will continue to build and nurture relationships in 
our community and across Canada to realize our goal of 
raising childhood cancer awareness. 

We will work to strengthen our presence among child-
hood cancer families across Canada to ensure that our 
support packages reach as many children and families 
in need as possible.

We will strive to increase our fundraising capabilities 
to enable us to increase the level of financial support 
in our family support packages and continue to support 
ground-breaking research. 

We will continue to develop and nurture our relation-
ships with childhood cancer researchers and organiza-
tions across Canada allowing us to better understand 
and support research that aligns with our mission to 
drive research towards low prognoses childhood can-
cers. 

We will remain focused on making it okay for kids with 
cancer while continuing to build on our values of ac-
countability, transparency, collaboration, and integrity.


